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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please substitute the following claims for the same-numbered claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implementable system for allocation and pricing of 
classified resources of a web server farm to customers by a resource center , wherein said 
jM^"X»^Mr^-v-° n~~ r*~ transferrin*, hv sftid resource center said resources from 
™* ranfrwmr to another c-»«=tnmrtr said system comprising: 

means for providing different levels of service by dynamically allocating and pricing said 
resources based on customers' changing needs, and their willingness lo pay for different service 
Wel s. wherein said d ynamically al i biing andoricinP resources is accomplished through 
. ritfir i ™.Hn,. ^ P oti »tions betwe e n said customers and said resource center through e lsgaonic 
communications, wherein said mut r"1 ««Une negotiations takes place between software-based 
ape nts re presenting Bawl customers an d said resource center, and wherein each class of resources 
w « nm « units dedicated tn «necific custom ers wi th remaining units being dynamicallY allocated 
to customers bv the res ource center: 

means for enabling the customers to provide price and service level related inputs to their 

respective software-based agents; and 

means for said software-based agents representing customers to monitor the usage of 
resources allocated to them and the levels of service being obtained, wherein said allocation 
occurs using a dynamic negotiation between said customers and said resource center, wherein 
said dynamic negotiation comprises any ofl f :]] said customers requesting said resource center to 
acquire and release resources at any time; said resource center conducting an auction of all 
avai lable resources in a shared resource pool at predetermined intervals to determine said 
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allocation and pricing of said resources tor a subsequent time interval; and said resource center 
publishing said prices at which said resources of said shared resource pool can be acquired or 
released by said customers, whereby said customers use said prices for determining whether to 
request releasing or acquiring said resourcesf [,]].. 

w hao in caid al i o nting " f ' nnif * ™™ |' risas transferrin g by ..aid rennuroe center, 

■ s aid rooourcor , from on e eiunomcr to another cunttime fr 

wlioroin said dynamically allocating and pricing ropourcuii is accomplished through 
mutual on liiiu ucg o tinii"rr niininmom and oaid roGoiirce muter through electronic 

communication s? 

wherein arid mutual online nognliationn lakes placo betwoon cofavuro bonod agents 
r epresenting naid eur.tomerr . and oaid resource center, and 

wlm rc in e ach c t nv . i n f rnmif "i h "" i>r ^Hi i mt P ri t n ■•p i ^ifip ri i atomera >vi& 

remaining units being dynamically a l located tn etiatomoro by tho rooouroe center. 

2. (Canceled). 

3 (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said means 
comprising: 

a mechanism for conducting an online auction of said resources by the resource center in 
case of non-availabilily of adequate idle resources to meet a customer request followed by re- 
allocation of said resources to said customers, updating of billing information and pricing based 
on the results of the auction of resources; 

a mechanism for conducting an online auction of resources at pre-spccillcd intervals of 
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lime followed by re-allocation of said resources to said customers, updating of billing 
information and pricing based on results of the auction of resources; and 

a mechanism for publishing the current prices for each class of resources al any point of 
time and means for updating the current prices dynamically based on requests for release or 
acquisition of resources by customers, followed by updating of billing information, 

the arrangement being such that said mechanisms operate either individually or together 
in any combination of at least two mechanisms depending upon the requirement. 

4. (Canceled). 

5. (Currently Amended) The system as claimed in claim 1 , further including[[J] 

means for said sollwarc-based agents representing customers to use said inputs from said 
customers and said usiige and/or said levels of service being obtained to dynamically determine 
when to request the software agent representing the resource center for acquiring or releasing 
resources at various prices. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said current prices 
comprise the current price at which resources are allocated to customers, the new price that 
would prevail if specified units of resources arc released by customers and the new price that 
would prevail if speckled units of resources are acquired by the customers. 

7. (Canceled). ' 



4 
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8. (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said resources in a 
resource center includes servers, storage media, software applications and bandwidth of 
communication link connecting said servers center to a network. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for allocating and pricing classified resources of a web 
server farm to customers by a resource rente r, wherein said al lo catinn of said resources 
™™ r rl^ tranofnrrinii. bv said resource cent e r, said resources from one customer to another 
customer, said method comprising: 

providing different levels of service by dynamically allocating and pricing said resources 
based on said customers' changing needs, and their willingness to pay for different service 
l^l, ^herein said dynamicall y allocating and pricing resou rces is accomplished through 
miih.«1 on-line negotia tions between said c ustomers and said resource cenlgr through electronic 
™mm,,nir: n iuir,s . wherein said mutual online negoti at i ons takes p lace between software-based 
aecnts repr esentin g said customers and said reso u rce center, and wherein each class of resources 
w «,«t^ units dedicated t o specific customers with re maining units being dynamically allocated 
to customer s bv the resou rce center: 

enabling the customers to provide price and service level related inputs to their respective 

software-based agents; and 

enabling said <.oftwarc-based agents representing customers to monitor the usage of 
resources allocated to them and the levels of service being obtained, wherein said allocating 
occurs using a dynamic negotiation between said customers and said resource center, wherein 
said dynamic negotiation comprises any of[[:JJ said customers requesting said resource center to 
acquire and release resources at any time; said resource center conducting an auction of all 
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available resources in a shared resource pool at predetermined intervals to determine said 
allocation and pricing of said resources for a subsequent time interval; and said resource center 
publishing said prices at which said resources of said shared resource pool can be acquired or 
released by said customers, whereby said customers use said prices for determining whether to 
request releasing or acquiring said resources^,] j. 

wherein said allocating of said resourc e s compriuoo transferring, by said r e sourc e c e nt e r, 
s aid r e sources from or e custom e r to anoth e r oustom e r, 

wh e r e in said dynamically allocating and pricing r e sourc e s is accomplished through 
mutual on - lin e n e gotiation s between said custom e rs and said r e souroo oontor through e l e ctronic 
communi catt ons, 

wherein said mutual onli ne negoti ations takes plac e b e tw ee n softwar e based ag e nts 
repr ese nting said customers and said r e sourc e c e nt e r, and 

whuruin each class of r e sources huu uomo units dedicat e d to s p e cific custom e rs with 
remaining units being dynamically allocat e d to custom e rs by th e r e sourc e c e nt e r. 



10, (Canceled). 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 9, further comprising 
conducting an online auction of said resources by the resource center in case of non- 
availability of adequate idle resources to meet a customer request followed by rc-allocation of 
said resources to said customers, updating of billing information and pricing based on the results 
of the auction of resources, 

conducting an online auction of resources at pre-specified intervals of time followed by 
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re-allocaiion of said resources to said customers, updating of billing information and pricing 
based on results of the auction of resources, and 

publishing the current prices for each class of resources at any point of time and means 
for updating the current prices dynamically based on requests for release or acquisition of 
resources by customer*, followed by updating of billing information, 

the arrangement being such that said steps operate either individually or together in any 
combination of at least two steps depending upon the requirement. 

12. (Canceled). 

13. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 9, further including[[,]] 
enabling said software-based agents representing customers to use said inputs from said 

customers and said usage and/or said levels of service being obtained to dynamically determine 
when to request the sollware agent representing the resource center for acquiring or releasing 
resources at various pnees. 

1 4. (Previously Presented ) The method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein said current prices 
comprise the current price at which resources arc allocated to customers, the new price that 
would prevail if specified units of resources are released by customers and the new price that 
would prevail if specified units of resources are acquired by the customers. 

15. (Canceled). 
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J 6. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 9 t wherein said resources in a 
resource center includes servers, storage media, software applications and bandwidth of 
communication link connecting said servers center to a network, 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising computer readable 
program code stored om computer readable storage medium embodied therein lor enabling 
allocation and pricing or classified resources of a web server farm to customers by a resource 
rpni^r , wherein said allocating of said resou rces comprises transferring, by said resovircej^ 
said resources from ore customer to another cus tomer, said computer program product 
comprising: e haract e ri a ed in that, it includ e s a 

computer readable program code configured for providing different levels of service by 
dynamically allocating and pricing said resources based on customers' changing needs, and their 
willingness to pay for different service levels, wherein said dynamically allocating and pricing 
resources is accomplished through mutual on-line negotiation s between said customers and said 
resource center through electronic communications, wherein said mutu al online negotia tions 
i aires pW between s oftware -based agents repres enting said customers and said resource center, 
and wherein each class of resources has some units dedic ated to specific customers with 
rtsmainin ff units being dynamically allocated to customers bv t he resource center; 

computer readable program code configured for enabling the customers to provide price 
and service level related inputs to their respective software-based agents; and 

computer readable program code configured for enabling said software-based agents 
representing customers to monitor the usage of resources allocated to them and the levels of 
service being obtained, wherein said allocation occurs using a dynamic negotiation between said 
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customers and said resource center, wherein said dynamic negotiation comprises any olfCJ] *»d 
customers requesting said resource center to acquire and release resources at any time; said 
resource center conducing an auction of all available resources in a shared resource pool at 
predetermined intervals to determine said allocation and pricing of said resources for a 
subsequent time interval; and said resource center publishing said prices at which said resources 
of said shared resource pool can be acquired or released by said customers, whereby said 
customers use said prices for determining whether to request releasing or acquiring said 
resources[f,|] 4 

w l m un arid allocating of said resomona compris es tran o f e rring, b y Mid resource cc ntnr, 
said r e souroca from one cuotom e r to another custom e r, 

wherein aaid dynamically allocating and prioing ropourcer . iu accomplish e d t hrough 
mutual on lin e negotiations be t ween said oubtouj u u and ooidrooouron oontcr through electronic 
communication s^ 

wherein uaid mutual online negotiations t n kes plaoo botwoon aonwore bmiod agents 
re prcn o nting r . aid ountomcrs and aaid rogoureo oonter, an d 

nho r rin eac h dun n f rrsmim- 1 <• "™ tf1 ^"^i^tcd to specific cuotomcrs with 
femami ng units being dynamioolly allocated to eustomora by tho resource center . 

18. (Canceled). 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as claimed in claim 1 7. further 
comprising: 

computer readable program code configured for conducting an online auction of said 
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resources by the resource center in case of non-availability of adequate idle resources to meet a 
customer request followed by reallocation of said resources to said customers, updating of 
billing information and pricing based on the results of the auction of resources; 

computer readable program code configured for conducting an online auction of 
resources at pre-specified intervals of time followed by reallocation of said resources to said 
customers, updating of billing information and pricing based on results of the auction of 
resources; and 

computer readable program code configured for publishing the current prices for each 
class of resources at any point of time and means for updating the current prices dynamically 
based on requests for release or acquisition of resources by customers, followed by updating of 
billing information, 

the arrangement being such that said computer readable program code means operate 
either individually or logether in any combination of at least two computer readable program 
codes depending upon the requirement. 



20. (Canceled). 

21 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product as claimed in claim 1 7, further 
includingll,]] 

computer readable program code configured for said software-based agents representing 
easterners to use said inputs from said customers and said usage and/or said levels of service 
being obtained to dynamically determine when to request the software agent representing the 
resource center for acquiring or releasing resources at various prices. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as claimed in claim 19, wherein 
said current prices comprise the current price at which resources are allocated to customers, the 
new price that would prevail if specified units of resources are released by customers and the 
new price that would prevail if specified units of resources are acquired by the customers. 



23. (Canceled). 



24. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as claimed in claim 1 7, wherein 
said resources in a resource center includes servers, storage media, software applications and 
bandwidth of communication link connecting said servers center to a network. 



09/680,017 



11 



PAGE 11/19 1 RCVD AT 3Q1/20D5 2:39:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVfcUSPTOtf XRM/5* DN1S:8729305 1 CSID:301 261 8825 1 DURATION (mnws):05-26 



